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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Greet; silence phones   
ID self 
C…CH…M  
How many here because START a garden from scratch?  
RESTART?  Another reason? Chance to network? 
Anyone care to share one thing you hope to learn from this session?

Notes, OK, but link to presentations can be sent.  

Scan QR codes and space for Q reminders, which we ask that you hold to  the end. 



You Will Learn Today: 
Four Takeaways:

– You will need HELP
– You will need to make DECISIONS 
– You will need DONATIONS 
– You will need GARDEN LESSON PLANS

Five Basics of any Garden: DECISIONS
– What PLANTS TO GROW AND WHERE
– What you can PLANT IN

– What your SOIL needs 
– What SUNLIGHT your plants need
– What WATER your plants need

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s our agenda for Session A:  
WE HOPE YOU TO ENJOY 4 TAKEAWAYS FROM THIS SESSION 
-CLICK- 
you WILL need help.  We’ll suggest how to find it
CLICK–You WILL have choices–decisionS to make; we’ll tell you what your options are 
CLICK–You WILL need donations of cash, materials and time (human resources); WE’LL SUGGGEST WHERE AND HOW TO SEEK THEM
Finally, –CLICK–you WILL need garden-based, grade-specific curricula.
MG’S HAVE CREATED OR PROVIDED LINKS TO A PLETHORA OF MATERIALS.
SO, MGS CAN HELP you with all 4 of those needs.  
WHAT IS THE FIRST THING YOU NEED HELP WITH?  
GROWING STUFF!!  AGAIN, WE’RE HERE TO HELP

STARTING WITH THE RIGHT PLACE TO GROW THE RIGHT PLANT
Already started a garden? CHECKUP for your garden
LET’S LOOK AT THE 5 BASICS OF ANY GARDEN:
CLICK SLOWLY 5 TIMES AND READ EACH



Why Start a School Garden?

School gardens provide:

● Higher test scores in science
● Hands-on learning
● Increased attention and focus
● Relief from electronics
● Willingness to try healthy foods
● Lower BMI
● Lower stress levels
● Higher rates of teamwork
● Happy volunteers!

Photo: Heather Holland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
BUT THE UNDERLYING QUESTION OF ALL THIS: 
WHY DO YOU WANT a school garden?  
HERE’S A REMINDER; YOU MAY NOT HAVE REALIZED THERE WERE SO MANY GOOD THINGS TO COME OUT OF IT  
Look at all tHE BENEFITS  
Read keyword from each bullet
AND, not just kids.  STUDIES show  there is a benefit that volunteers get out of supporting your school garden!



Four Takeaways for Success

1. You Are Not 
Alone

1. You Have 
Options

Photo::Dana Withall

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WHAT ARE THOSE TAKEAWAYS??
 
FIRST:  CAN’T DO IT ALONE.  MGs can help you get started so don’t despair. 
SECOND TAKEAWAY:  CHOICES TO BE MADE WHEN starting or reviving a garden. 
Do NOT be intimidated. 
Patience, persistence
Eyes on the PRIZE!
With help and having made decisions, you’ll be on your way 



Four Takeaways for Success

3. Funding       
Ideas 

4. Free    
Curricula Credit: Pexels-Pixabey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
THIRD TAKEWAY:  There IS MONEY OUT THERE!   MGs will share our sources AND METHODS
FOURTH:         We have lots of CURRICULA AND IDEAS to help you GET STARTED 



You Will Need Help.  
You Won’t Be 
Alone

School gardens need: 

● Volunteers (background 
vetted)

● Work parties - at least annually 
(ideally 4x year)

● Funding - grants available
● Donated supplies

Contact an MG or school office to 
connect

MGs CAN HELP!!

Photo: Heather Holland
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Presentation Notes
MGs can’t BUILD your garden  for you, but we CAN help!  
CLICK–SUGGESTING IDEAS HOW TO FIND VOLUNTEERS
(NOTE) CRIMINAL background checks (SERIES OF LAWS, INCLUDING Megan’s Law)  and in some districts, proof of TB clearance. 
CLICK–PLAN ON CONVENING A FEW HELPERS TO GET YOUR GARDEN GOING AND THEREAFTER 4X/YR

CLICK–WE HAVE PROVIDED A START ON FUNDING resources WITH SOME SCAN QR CODES;  
CLICK–MG ON SCHOOL GARDEN COMMITTEE CAN HELP AS CONSULTANT TO YOUR PROJECT 



Who are the Master Gardeners?

❏ 6,328 MG volunteers in California
❏ 510,000 hours donated in 2024
❏ Trained by University of California 

Cooperative Extension
❏ Supported by County Extension Offices
❏ 354 active MGs in SD County
❏ 112 MGs consulting 900 SD schools  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We are providers of information about all things associated with gardening.  Varied backgrounds and outside interests.  Many counties have MG programs;  ours is one of biggest,  35,000 volunteer hours last year alone; school gardens is very active committee; 900 schools in our database.  



The Big Picture:

● GROW–5 Basic Needs
● HARVEST
● EAT
● COMPOST
● REPEAT 

Photo: MGASDC
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Presentation Notes
I LISTED THOSE 5 BASIC NEEDS OF ANY GARDEN
WE LISTED ALL THE BENEFITS OF A SCHOOL GARDEN 
BUT WHERE DOES A GARDEN–ANY GARDEN–FIT INTO THE BIGGER PICTURE OF GARDENING?
YOU WANT IT TO BECOME A Sustainable process:  GROW, HARVEST, EAT, COMPOST, REPEAT! 
Today’s focus on growing and bit about harvesting.  The eating and composting are for another day



5 Basic Needs of a Garden

1. Right Plant/Right Place!
2. Container or Bed?
3. Nutritious Soil!
4. Sunlight?
5. Water!!

Photo: MGASDC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
5 BASIC NEEDS:  
READ THEM ALOUD; 
CHOOSE THE RIGHT PLANT TO GROW IN THE RIGHT PLACE (WE’LL START WITH THE PLACE PART OF THIS COMPONENT) 
CHOOSE WHAT TO GROW THEM IN
CHOOSE HOW TO IMPROVE YOUR SOIL
CHOOSE HOW TO MAXIMIZE SUN EXPOSURE
CHOOSE WHAT YOU’LL NEED TO WATER CORRECTLY

FIRST BASIC NEED
What do I mean by choosing the RIGHT PLACE?





Location!  Location!  Location!

Start smart…  
● Seek permission
● Expansion plans?
● Policies re: 

○ location
○ water
○ power connections for tools?

Where is the “right place”?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WHERE WILL YOU BUILD YOUR GARDEN???
YOU’VE HEARD THE ADAGE: “ASK FORGIVENESS, NOT PERMISSION”  DON’T DO THAT!!!
START SMART; FIGURE OUT Who are the persons “in charge” to ask about location possibilities? 
PORTABLE?  
DISTRICT POLICY RE: water use?  (Perhaps only that it’s a faucet THAT CAN BE KEYED CLOSED
ARE THERE GUIDELINES ON USING POWER TOOLS TO BUILD 



Where to Put Your Garden?  Sun v. Shade 

Where’s the Sun? (Angles are important)
• How many hours of sunlight in fall?
• How many hours in winter?
• How to orient your beds? (north-south?)
Where’s the Shade during Fall, Winter, Spring?

(And summer, for year-round schedules)

• Buildings nearby
• Trees

Photo: pexelsJmeyer
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SUN LOCATION!  
You CAN have a garden in complete shade, but it will be very hard to grow veggies.  
WHERE’S THE SUN IN THE FALL?
WHERE’S THE SUN IN JANUARY?
WHERE’S THE SUN IN APRIL?
HOW MANY TEACH WITH YEAR-ROUND SCHEDULES?

AT THOSE TIMES, ARE BUILDINGS SHADING YOUR PREFERRED GARDEN AREA?
TREES SHADING?  



Where to Put Your Garden: Water & Critters 

● Where’s the water?
- Hose faucet
- Olla system

● Open Space?
● Canyon?

=  Critters!
Photo: UC IPM Photo: Leta Bender

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Where are water spigots?  
Don’t tap into existing irrigation lines.  
Need independent irrigation source.  
No water?  How about olla system of buried pots that slowly water your roots? 
DO YOU PLAN ON USING POWER TOOLS IN BUILDING PROJECTS?  HOW FAR TO THE CLOSEST OUTLET? 

CRITTER CONDO NEARBY? 
 Plan for them:  not just squirrels; 
WHAT OTHER 4-LEGGED GARDEN PESTS DO YOU EXPECT TO FIND IN OUR AREA?
(gophers, rats, mice) 
WINGED CRITTERS birds LOVE TENDER LEAVES



Where to Put Your Garden:  Add / Expand 

Space needs are: 
• Grow stuff
• Move around
• Teach
• Expand

Photo:: MGASDC

Photo: Joelle Kohn
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ANOTHER LOCATION CONSIDERATION:  
DO YOU WANT ROOM TO EXPAND?
MORE raised beds? 
In-ground planting? Containers?  

ACCESSIBILITY!
NOT JUST ABOUT  how many garden-related things you can CRAM into the garden area
ASK SELF, “WHO WILL BE HERE?” 
YOU, STUDENTS, TEACHERS, SCHOOL PRINCIPAL, PARENT VOLUNTEERS, DONORS
NOT JUST USING gardening tools? 
Explore, tend, harvest, amend the soil, feel the soil on their fingers? 

SOME ON CRUTCHES OR WHEELCHAIRS.  
How much clearance will you need?  Plan for it now
  
What will you need to use the garden as an outdoor classroom? Seats; work stations; shade; tool storage
Might you want to add compost bin; greenhouse; specialty garden?



What’s the Right Plant?  What do you Like?

• Vegetables
• Fruit and fruit trees 
• Flowers
• Herbs
• Succulents
• Pollinators
• Native Plants
• All the above?

Photos: MGASDC
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So, RIGHT PLACE, WHAT ABOUT THE RIGHT PLANT?
WHAT PLANTS DO YOU SEE WHEN YOU ENVISION YOUR GARDEN-TO-BE?
DON’T ASSUME YOU CAN GROW ANYTHING YOU WANT IN YOUR GARDEN.  
COSMIC CRISP APPLES

SOME PLANTS ARE OBVIOUS, WILL GROW JUST ABOUT ANYWHERE IN SAN DIEGO REGION

GROW WHAT YOU’LL EAT (VEGGIES); GROW WHAT WILL ENHANCE YOUR GARDEN EXPERIENCE
DON’T GROW TOXIC OR INVASIVE PLANTS 



Full Sun
Grow food that 
flowers and 
fruits; also 
natives, 
succulents and 
pollinators 

Part Sun
Leafy greens, 
herb and root 
crops can get by 
with less sun; 
some succulents 

Photo: Webdam, ANR

Photo: Heather Holland

Photo: Heather Holland

Photo- Tammy Evans, SDUSD
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Presentation Notes
SO, YOU KNOW WHERE YOU’LL PUT YOUR GARDEN
AND, YOU’RE NARROWING DOWN YOUR PLANT CHOICES. 
WHAT ELSE SHOULD YOU THINK ABOUT WHEN DECIDING WHAT TO GROW? 
ASK AUDIENCE, WHAT ELSE TO CONSIDER?
SUN/SHADE
SOIL
MOISTURE NEEDS
CLIMATE–
LET’S FOCUS ON SUN! Perhaps only one place to locate your garden TO GROW VEGGIES.   Plant what will grow there.  
IF HAVE VERY LITTLE SUN, PLANT WHAT GROWS IN SHADE
Don’t force it.  
Mediterranean CLIME= LOTS of OPTIONS, IF have at least some sun, access to irrigation and decent soil.  
SOIL, we can help you with, regardless how bad you think it is.    



5 Basic Needs of a Garden

1. Right Plant/Right Place
2. Container or Bed
3. Nutritious Soil
4. Sunlight
5. Water

Photo: MGASDC
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OPTIONS GALORE: 
Plant in the ground?–Advantages & disadvantages: 
	save costs of containers
	but may be harder to control critters
	harder on your back, less accessible because harder to reach 
PLANT IN CONTAINERS OR RAISED BEDS?
San Diego soil and school grounds typically require raised beds/containers
	Concrete or asphalt
	Existing soil that feels like concrete or asphalt
SO, MAY HAVE NO CHOICE BETWEEN IN GROUND OR ABOVE GROUND
GOOD NEWS, YOU’LL HAVE LOTS OF CHOICES IN WHAT TO PLANT IN ABOVE GROUND






Container Ideas 

● Raised bed
● Half wine barrel 
● Large nursery 

pots (5+ gallon)

Bigger is better

Drainage 
holes required

Photo credits: Heather Holland
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THINK OUTSIDE “THE BOX” 
Middle photo depicts buckets suspended in 2” x 6” frame as alternative to raised beds!  
CATTLE TROUGHS.  PRICEY BUT CONVENIENT
GROW BAGS–VERSATILE AND BIG ENOUGH TO GROW TOMATOES AND PEPPERS IN
VERTICAL GARDENS ALONG WALLS, FENCES–USE PALLETS
hydroponics, aquaponics probably require power hookup for pumps 
MOST IMPORTANT:  Don’t forget the drainage holes!  
Gophers?  Line the base of raised beds with ½” wire mesh. 
Gopher cages encircling root ball of fruit trees when you plant. 



5 Basic Needs of a Garden

1. Right Plant/Right Place
2. Container or Bed
3. Nutritious Soil
4. Sunlight
5. Water

Photo: MGASDC
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Presentation Notes
OF THE FIVE BASICS, SOIL IS CRITICAL  
NUTRITIOUS soil greatly enhances your chance of success.  
You will struggle to grow stuff in poor soil .  
YOU MAY HAVE POOR SOIL TO START.  DON’T DESPAIR
YOU CAN make poor soil productive  
Add organic material, then add more OM.  Can’t add too much.  
(COMPOST, COMPOSTED CHICKEN, HORSE OR STEER MANURE, WORM CASTINGS)




Soil: Vegetables Need Nutrition to Grow

Photos: MGASDCAmended soil is dark, earthy and pliable

Photo: Jonathan Kemper, Unsplash

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Goal:  plant in amended soil that is dark, earthy and pliable.  On the right, silt, clay and sand.  SAND COMPRESSED INTO SOLID MASS = ROCK!  
WHAT IS DECOMPOSED GRANITE BUT “giant sand”
All soil consists of these three components. The proportion of each: SAND, SILT and CLAY  defines the structure of your soil.  The best soil has equal parts of each = LOAM. 
Hard to find naturally-occurring loam soil in San Diego→ figure out what you need to add to get close to “loam.”  It will include OM!



Soil Triangle

To Assess your Soil

Soil Jar Test

Ribbon Test

Photo: MGASDC
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Source: nrcs.usda.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
PURE LOAM SOIL RARE. 
 “Loe-MEE” soil can be “earthy” and productive.  
How to get to that earthy soil?   Especially important if planting in ground. 
Start by measuring the parts of the soil you have; 
multi-step test: goal = loam/ sandy loam or sandy clay loam; soil testing labs? 
Scan QR code at end shows “how to” for each of these tests.  
TRY TO FIGURE WHERE YOUR GARDEN SOIL FITS in this triangle
IS IT HIGH IN CLAY CONTENT?  SAND?  PERHAPS HIGH IN SILT?
WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU SHOULD ADD IF HIGH IN % SAND?  SILT? CLAY?
KNOWING WHAT KIND OF SOIL YOU HAVE TO START (“AS IS” CONDITION) DICTATES WHAT YOU CAN GROW NOW 
PRESENT SOIL CONDITION ALSO DICTATES YOUR WATER NEEDS 




Amendments in Containers, Raised Beds

● Soil amendment: 20% organic material 
○ Amendments could include compost, worm castings, fertilizer 

and composted chicken manure (preferably all of them)
● Bagged potting soil: 80%

● Mix well and fill soil to top of container
● Water well before planting
● Plan to amend soil at least annually

Photo: Jonathan Kemper, Unsplash
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RAISED beds, START WITH RAISED BED OR CONTAINER MIX, 
WHAT DO YOU THINK YOU SHOULD ADD?
LOTS OF OM
 Several free or cheap sources of raised bed mix for garden schools that MG consultants can help you find.  
Water well, let it all socialize a bit before planting.  
ADD OM AT LEAST ONCE/YEAR; before every new crop, or as it becomes available

NOTE: some districts prohibit chicken manure for health reasons.  check first!

Do you dig it in each year?  No-till or reduced till planting is  increasingly accepted by large scale growers; concept works on small gardens too.  
if have time at end of the session…
[Premise: that disruption at the root zone destroys beneficial fungal root networks that support carbon intake though the leaves and nutritional uptake from the soil via roots.  Imagine a tornado ripping through your living room.  Instead, cut off spent stems at the soil surface, leaving roots to decompose in place.  Then add organic material, but rake it in only at the top inch or so.  Water thoroughly and allow a few weeks for micro and macro digesters to do their thing before you plant.] 
 
In-ground mounded rows?  Increase the % OM and reduce how much GARDEN soil you mix into planting rows. Combine well before your first planting. After that, avoid compacting or disrupting that root zone too much.   



5 Basic Needs of a Garden

1. Right Plant/Right Place
2. Container or Bed
3. Nutritious Soil
4. Sunlight
5. Water

Photo: MGASDC
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Presentation Notes
Fourth basic need:  sunlight!
Can grow things in partial or complete shade, but choices of what you can grow are limited  




Sunlight

Edibles 
need 6-8 
hours of 
direct sun to 
grow fruit

Photo: John Jacobs, SDUSD

Photo:Dagmara Dombrovska, Unsplash
Photo: Webdam, ANR

Photo: Heather Holland

Photo:  John Jacobs, SDUSD

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NO SUN, NO FRUIT! 
The less sun, the less chance for success.  
How much sun??  6-8 hours/day target.  
Calculate the number of hours of sun v. shade at different times of the year when you start plotting out your garden location.   
NO SUN = EXTRA CHALLENGE = FEWER CHOICES 



5 Basic Needs of a Garden

1. Right Plant/Right Place
2. Container or Bed
3. Nutritious Soil
4. Sunlight
5. Water

Photo: MGASDC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NUMBER 5 BASIC NEED IS Water but ARGUABLY the most important:  
KEY TO WATERING: WATER CORRECTLY–INCLUDES HOW MUCH, HOW OFTEN,  HOW IT’S APPLIED, WHEN AND WHERE IT’S APPLIED
 MOST COMMON: TOO MUCH = overwatering, which is technically drowning!  Better description is “under oxygenating” YOUR PLANT’S ROOTS�   
Sometimes, though, you let the roots dry out.  You didn’t water enough!  
Sweet spot is somewhere between moist and dry, depending on the plant

And to complicate it, THAT SWEET SPOT IS A MOVING TARGET   
The sweet spot changes as the plant matures.  What was a “moist” sweet spot matures into a “occasionally dry” sweet spot.  
IT CHANGES WITH A CHANGE IN CLIMATE.    




Water and Irrigation

● Veggies are not drought tolerant! 
● Keep root ball moist but not too wet; 

water deeply
● Avoid wetting the leaves
● Water in the morning
● Inline drip irrigation provides reliable 

irrigation to roots
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Photo: Webdam, ANR
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TOP PHOTO: IS THAT THE CORRECT WAY TO IRRIGATE VEGETABLES?
IRRIGATE VEGGIES WITH INLINE DRIP EMITTERS
AVOID OVERHEAD MISTERS 
WATER IN THE MORNING (AND IN VERY HOT WEATHER, PERHAPS AGAIN IN THE AFTERNOON, DEPENDING ON WHAT PLANTS AND WHETHER IN CONTAINERS
HAND WATERING??  CAN’T RECOMMEND.  BURDENSOME AND INCONSISTENT

Don’t overlook olla subsurface watering system (“The Thirsty Earth” olla system)  



Photo by Markus Spiske on Unsplash

Inline Irrigation

Inline drip irrigation system best for 
veggies

Drip system wets only the soil, 
minimizing disease risk, moderating 
soil moisture

Mulch on top of ½” supply and drip 
lines to lower soil temperature, slow 
evaporation and build soil

Use with a battery 
operated controller

¼ inch drip lines 
emit water every 
6 or 12 inches

Photos: Heather Holland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
AUTOMATED IN-LINE DRIP IRRIGATION HIGHLY RECOMMEND
Half-inch supply line FROM FAUCET to each bed, then controller and pressure reducer to in line emitters or barbed connectors attach ¼” drip lines over the root zone. 

 “Hunter University” ON WEBSITE great source of information; can’t endorse any particular commercial irrigation product



Raised Bed Irrigation Summary

Vegetables thrive when given a consistent, reliable source of water.

In sunny raised beds during growing season,
Water sown seeds twice daily; young plants daily

Most established vegetables need water only 
every other day

Turn off irrigation in the rain

Don’t water empty beds; include shut off valves Photo: Webdam, ANR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Depicted:  
NOTICE:  STANDARD SPIGOT THAT CONFOUNDS ANYONE WITH LIMITED GRIP STRENGTH 0R WRIST FLEXION.  TRY A BALL VALVE/ GATE VALVE INSTEAD
Hose end single-valve timers paired with pressure reducer (down to 15-20 psi), each leading to a single drip line irrigating root zone of plants grouped according to similar water needs  
As young plants mature, slow down on the water; easy to drown established plants; 
AT EACH BED, can USE SMALL in-line shut-off valves TO CONTROL WATER FLOW TO DISCRETE AREAS.  Cheap and effective 



Irrigating
Raised Beds & 
More!!

Group plants with 
similar water needs 
into a hydrozone
One valve per 
hydrozone
Several valves on 
single controller 
(battery/solar or 
electric) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Describe garden layout: 
 GARDEN WITH 3 DISTINCT WATERING ZONES: 
citrus, apple, passionfruit = zone 1
native pollinators = zone 2
veggies of all sorts = zone 3.  

Each is its own hydrozone  
What’s A HYDROZONE?  Area of planting that requires similar water requirements and thus, on a schedule unique to that valve.  
Zone 1:  fruit trees with similar water needs ON DRIP;  
Zone 2:  natives–pop up rotor sprayers;  
Zone3: veggies–ON DRIP BUT WATERED MORE OFTEN THAN THE CITRUS DRIP LINE could use multiple valves here depending on varieties grown=additional zones=a valve for each bed with different water needs.  
Here, there’s an extra valve designated for future use.  

Can upgrade the controller for more stations depending on your different water needs.  

The system only works if you group plants with similar water needs.  



Grow, Baby Grow!!

Options:  
• What grows in your climate 

zone?
• What are neighbors 

growing?
• What do you want to grow? 

(Now? Spring?)

Photo: MGASDC
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Presentation Notes
SO, NOW YOU KNOW THE 5 BASIC NEEDS OF ANY GARDEN: 
WHAT WILL YOU CHOOSE TO GROW?  
Research what grows well in your part of San Diego county.  Usually pretty obvious.  
Some things grow well anywhere in San Diego.  
But what grows well in the fall/winter?  
What about spring plantings?



Sunset 
Climate 
Zones 
● 10 local zones mean a 

wide range of growing 
conditions

● Zones within zones
● Microclimates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
GOOD PLACE TO START: 
What WILL YOU AND YOUR STUDENTS enjoy planting, harvesting, eating? .
Will that crop grow where your school is located?  
WHAT CLIMATE ZONE ARE YOU IN? Coastal, coastal influence, thermal belts, foothills, arid desert-like and plant for success. 
You could have the loamiest soil in your garden beds in eastern San Diego county, yet struggle to grow exotic fruits better suited to the coast



Plants That are Easiest 
to Grow in Cool Season

Radishes

Peas

Beets

Chard

Plant in the Fall - Winter

Less sun: Lettuce

Bok choi

Radishes can be grown from seed 
and harvested in about 40 days!

Photo: Tom Jur, Unsplash

Photo: Laura Lefurgey-Smith, Unsplash

Photo: Webdam, ANR

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some veggies grow well year-round; 
you’ll notice several repeats:  radishes, lettuce, beets



Plant for Success: What 
is Easiest to Grow in 

Warm Season?
Radishes

Beans

Sunflowers

Beets

Plant in the Spring

Less sun: lettuce

More sun: cherry 
tomato

Radishes can be planted by seed 
and harvested in about 40 days!

Photo: Laura Lefurgey-Smith, Unsplash

Photo: AnthonyLevlev, Unsplash

Photo: Dan Gold, Unsplash

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tomatoes; plant in spring (late February, March) to pick fruit before summer break.  Depicted lower middle:  one of my favorite tomatoes:  SunGold cherry tomatoes–plump orange, super sweet:  kid-tested and approved



Parsley
Thyme
Oregano
Sage
Cilantro
Chives

Plant in the Fall:
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Photo: Lucy Kral, Unsplash

Photo: Lisa on Unsplash

Nasturtium
Sweet Pea
Borage
CA Poppy
Bulbs:  tulip, daffodil
Low Water: Rosemary

In a pot ONLY: Mint

Herbs and Flowers 
to Plant Now

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Other than veggies, here are some ideas for fall planting. They thrive in cooler weather.   IF you like mint, be sure to keep it controlled:  POT ONLY!



Besides Veggies: Herbs 
and Flowers to Plant 
Later

Basil (late spring)

Parsley (early spring)

Thyme
Oregano
Sage
Chives (early spring)

Plant in Spring

Photo by Lavi Perchik on Unsplash
Photo credit Webdam, ANR

Photo by Lisa on Unsplash

Marigolds, Sunflowers

Low Water: Rosemary

In a pot ONLY: Mint

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And come late February-March, here are some other choices.  They’ll do fine as the days lengthen and weather warms



Fruit Trees 
Can be Fun  

● Citrus

● Persimmon

● Pomegranate

● Fig

● Apples

● Avocados

● Stone fruits

● Banana
Photo: Webdam, ANR

Easier Harder

= water needs

Must fertilize regularly
Shape trees when they’re young

Most need annual/seasonal pruning
Some trees need annual spraying for pests

Chill hours can be important to fruit production

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If YOU HAVE ROOM to grow fruit trees, go for it.  
Will have more tending, different pests to defend against 
dormant season care and pruning requirements 
Results can be spectacular for years to come;  
Grow from bare root from reputable nursery, planted Jan-Feb, when dormant.  



Don’t Hesitate to Harvest

● Harvest frequently to keep the plant producing
● You are racing against critters 

to gather ripe fruit 

Don’t Teach 
Critters That 
Your Garden 
is Their 
Smorgasbord

Photo: Anya Rokenroll, Unsplash

Photo credit MGASDC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
DON’T WAIT TOO LONG TO HARVEST

When your ripe veggie sits for more than a day or two, you might as well have rung the dinner bell for critters.  
you say, “BUT I DON’T KNOW WHEN MY VEGGIES ARE RIPE” 
Great question and one you should know the answer to when deciding what to plant.  
TWO more THINGS TO THINK ABOUT WHEN DECIDING WHAT TO PLANT: 
1. WHAT DOES IT LOOK AND FEEL LIKE WHEN RIPE?
2. WILL IT CONTINUE TO RIPEN AFTER I PICK IT (LIKE A TOMATO) OR HAVE I PICKED IT TOO EARLY trying TO BEAT THOSE DOGGONE 4-LEGGED PESTS? (E.g. berries best harvested at the peak of ripeness)    



Resources: Access Today’s Presentation and 
Review Even More Free Lessons and Activities!

Video lessons, 
workshops, 
curricula, 
gardening 
books, guides 
to plan, 
design, 
maintain 

UC Master Gardeners
of San Diego County

“Plant a Seed, Watch it Grow” 

UC Master Gardeners
of San Diego County

SCHOOL GARDENS
Grant information, request a consultant, 

educator resources & more

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OK–seque here from growing stuff to funding sources and curricula 

MG public website–School Gardens–
And…One of our favorites:  “Plant a Seed…”  
Amazing amount of information:  9 topics, each with sub-topics –lots of helpful detail;
 
SHOW OF HANDS:  HOW MANY THINK THE ONLY LESSONs FOR THE GARDEN INVOLVE SCIENCE? 
CAN YOU TEACH OTHER SUBJECTS USING THE GARDEN AS THE SETTING OR THE SUBJECT?
What about math? Language? Art? Music? Social studies/history? 
HOW MANY THINK THAT GARDEN CURRICULA IS APPROPRIATE ONLY FOR ELEMENTARY  students?  Middle and high schoolers?
ADMITTEDLY, finding quality curricula gets harder for upper grades 



For Further Free Advice and Instruction

Hotline Help: (858) 822-6910 or 
help@mastergardenersd.org

Vegetable Planting Guide 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
VEGETABLE PLANTING GUIDE 

mailto:help@mastergardenersd.org


Even MORE Free Resources…

Kidsgardening.orgSoil Texture Tests UC MG YouTube 
Video Resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Besides our own San Diego Master Gardeners websites school garden resources, there’s more! 

other basic garden stuff and lessons

http://kidsgardening.org


And now…SHOW ME THE MONEY!!

Potential $$ Sources
• Parent-Teacher org’s
• Donations/sponsorships
• School fundraisers
• School Garden Assn’s
• Community Non-Profits
• Master Gardeners (via MG 

consultant to your school 
garden)

Kids Gardening External 
Funding Opportunities & 
Application Support 

San Diego Ag in 
the Classroom 
Grants 

Presenter Notes
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NOW…LET’S LOOK FOR THE MONEY!!
THESE Scan QR codes are AMONG many sites. 
LOGICAL STARTING PLACE IS THE PTA OR FOUNDATION
Consider school fundraisers.
Lots of internet resources on how to raise funds for school projects
State and national school garden associations
WANNA GET EXCITED?  GOOGLE:  “SCHOOL GARDEN ASSOCIATIONS” or 
“NON-PROFITS THAT SUPPORT SCHOOL GARDENS”




Tips for Getting Funding (or free materials)

• List source ideas

• Scour the internet 

• Make contacts 
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THE  $$ IS OUT THERE;  we’ve shown you where to look for it
NOW, HOW TO GET IT? 
We recommend you start by listing all of your garden program’s possible funding sources. Find out what you can about the funding source and its mission–how does your school garden fit into that mission?  
Then, figure out a way to contact representatives of that organization:  face-to-face, email, text or phone



Follow up with Funding 

• Application process?

• Hone writing skills

• Attach: site photos, sketch, 

diagram
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Learn how to apply; 
Application form online? 
Anticipate the “W” questions: (what, where, who, when, why);  
What do you need?  
Donations of supplies?  
Project materials?
Cash
All the above  
Where is your project? Show them your vision via photos and drawings.  
Who’s asking and for whom?  That’s easy! 
When?  Give them a project timeline.  
WHY?? Connect your project to their mission statement!!!
THINK ABOUT THE FOLLOWING MODEL:  A GARDEN TEACHER CREATES THE DOCUMENTS DESCRIBING GARDEN’S GOALS AND PLANS–HANDS OFF TO A VOLUNTEER TO SUBMIT GRANT APPLICATIONS FOR THE TEACHER OR SCHOOL.  



Cultivate That Funding / Donation Source!

• Keep receipts

• Follow up with more 

photos

• Invite them to visit
Photo: Leta Bender
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CONGRATS!  YOU GOT SOME MONEY. SO, WHAT NOW?
RUN TO HD, BUY STUFF, BUILD YOUR PROJECT AND MOVE ON?

Keep detailed records of purchases related to THAT project
(Don’t combine with personal items)
  
Follow up with more photos of project
Before, in-process, finished
Show their donated stuff being used
EMAIL OR WRITE and invite them to visit your garden to see the fruits of your labor using their money
Next project idea that needs $$, and if they like your project?
(No photos of minors w/out parent consent) 
  
Treat your benefactors well.  Be nice and it will pay off.  

WE HAVE DESCRIBED SOME OF THE MOST OBVIOUS CHALLENGES IN STARTING A SCHOOL GARDEN PROGRAM.  THERE WILL BE OTHERS THAT WE HAVE TIME TO MERELY MENTION, BUT DESERVE DEEPER DISCUSSION ANOTHER TIME.  FOR EXAMPLE: 
BUILDING A GARDEN “TEAM” WITH OTHER TEACHERS AND VOLUNTEERS
 BUILDING AN OUTDOOR CLASSROOM
MANAGING STUDENT BEHAVIOR IN THE GARDEN 

(WE TALK ABOUT THESE CHALLENGES IN SESSION B)



DARE 
TO 

GROW 

CARPE DIEM!
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SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY
YOU ARE INTERESTED IN CREATING A GARDEN; KEEP IT GOING!!
LOOK AROUND YOU…LOOK UP HERE…YOU HAVE HELP!!
TOGETHER, DREAMS CAN COME TRUE 



Designing Friendly 
Inclusive Garden Spaces

FIG 

Stephen Cantu
UC Master Gardener of San Diego County
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HERE IS WHERE I MOVE ASIDE IN FAVOR OF MY MORE EXPERIENCED AND TALENTED COLLEAGUE, STEPHEN CANTU



Video on Friendly Inclusive Gardening (FIG)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4OeyJIZXXI


FINALE!!

QUESTIONS 
AND 
DISCUSSION!!

The views, thoughts, and opinions expressed are the speaker’s own and do not
represent the views, thoughts, and opinions of the University of California. The
material and information presented here is for general information purposes only.
No endorsement of included products/companies is intended, nor is criticism
implied of similar products/companies that are not included.

Image: Canva
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